
are  include d in E-Mails. And so it goe s 
on, m ore  trouble  th an it́ s w orth .

Pegasus  M ail

Pe gasus Mail is w ritte n 
by a Ne w  Z e alande r and 
is fre e  but it is not Ope n 
Source  Softw are  (OSS). 

It can be  copie d and passe d on to 
anyone . I h ad use d it for about e igh t 
ye ars. H e  se lls h is ope rating m anual to 
e arn a little  for h is trouble . Its logo is th e  
flying h orse . It is a sm all application and 
can be  dow nloade d from  th e  Inte rne t at 
  w w w .pm ail.com  or obtaine d on 
com pute r m agazine  cove r CDs or from  
m yse lf.

Pe gasus Mail installs e asily on Inte l 
PCs running W 9 5 and late r. Th e  m ain 
fe ature  of Pe gasus Mail is th at one  can 
ch oose  to only dow nload th e  E-Mail 
H e ade rs from  one s ISP. Th is is calle d 
S̈e le ctive  Mail Dow nload  ̈as s h ow n in 

th e  im age  h e re .
Th e re  are  th re e  options.

1.    One  can 
de le te  th e  E-
Mail/s from  th e  
ISP.

2.    Re trie ve  
th e  E-Mail/s but 
k e e p th e  E-Mail/s 
on th e  ISP.

Th is is use ful 
if one  w ork s w ith  
E-Mails from  
m ore  th an one  
location.

3.    Re trie ve  and de le te  th e  E-Mail/s 
from  th e  ISP w h ich  is th e  usual function 
of E-Mail apps.

Th e re  are  th re e  m ain possible  roads 
pe ople  can tak e  w h e n using th e  Inte rne t 
E-Mail syste m .

1.    Use  a M$oft W indow s ope rating 
syste m  in a se nsible  m anne r.

2.    Use  a GNU/Linux  ope rating 
syste m  on an Inte l PC.

3.    Use  an Apple  PC w ith  its UNIX or 
Apple  base d ope rating syste m .

For m ost pe ople  num e ro uno (1) is th e  
option so th at́ s w h at I Ḿ  going to talk  
about h e re .

1.    Use  a M$oft W indow s ope rating 
syste m  in a se nsible  m anne r.

Until I sw itch e d ove r to using (2) 
GNU/Linux syste m  about four ye ars ago, I 
lik e  m ost pe ople  use d (1) M icroSoft́ s 
W indow s syste m . Th is w as from  about 
19 9 3 w h ich  m e ans I h ad about te n ye ars 
e xpe rie nce  using various E-Mail 
applications. In th at tim e  I le arnt th at one  
h as to k now  m ore  th an just click ing on th e  
usual MS buttons. 

Be cause  Bill Gate s did not th ink  th at 
th e  Inte rne t w as going to be  popular th e re  
w asn t́ any M icroSoft W e b brow se r or E-
Mail applications w ritte n by th e m . In 
about 19 9 4 h e  re alise d th at th e  Inte rne t 
w as going to be  a big m one y spinne r so 
both  applications w e re  include d in 
W indow s9 5. Th is m e ant th at be fore  th e n 
th e se  tw o type s of applications w e re  
w ritte n by oth e r pe ople  including apps 
calle d Pe gasus Mail and Eudora.

Th e  first th ing I sugge st pe ople  sh ould 
do is not use  MS Outlook  Expre ss or 
Outlook  but inste ad install a diffe re nt E-
Mail application. Th e re  are  m any, about 
te n, som e  fre e  and som e  cost only a little . 
MS OE and Outlook  are  ve ry susce ptible  
to viruse s and h ack ing as e ve ryone  h as 
se e n on TV and re ad. To m ak e  th ing w orse  
th e  dange r is incre ase d w h e n Attach m e nts 

E-M ail Applications
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Th is function of Pe gasus Mail and oth e r 
E-Mail apps use s a protocol calle d IMAP 
w h ich  can be  se t-up in MS OE and 
Outlook  but it́ s rath e r te ch nical. Th e re  
are  oth e r fe ature s in Pe gasus Mail w h ich  I 
w on t́ go into h e re . H e re  is a scre e n s h ot 
im age  of Pe gasus Mail w ith  a m e ssage  in 
th e  re ading pane .

PopCorn and JBM ail
A de cade  or so ago one  ne e de d to be  

rath e r te ch nical m inde d to use  one ś  E-
Mail syste m  if one  w as in anoth e r country. 
Th e re  w e re  no such  th ing as W e b base d E-
Mail syste m s such  as H otm ail and oth e rs. 
In th e  late  19 9 0s W e b H otm ail be cam e  a 
re ality and also little  apps th at fitte d onto 
a 9 cm  floppy dis k . PopCorn and JBMail 
are  just tw o such  apps of w h ich  I use  on 
occasions.

I w ill talk  about PopCorn.
PopCorn is a sm all app about 150k b in 

file  s ize  so e asily fits onto a 9 cm  floppy 

dis k  w h ich  can be  carrie d in a purse  or 
pock e t. W h e n one  ne e ds to use  PopCorn, 
acce ss to a 9 cm  floppy drive  and be ing 
allow e d to use  it and th e  PC is logge d 
onto th e  Inte rne t is re q uire d. Your ow n 
PC, your frie nds PC, an Inte rne t café PC 
and so on. Anyw h e re  in th e  w orld.

PopCorn is NOT installe d onto th e  PC, 
no Re gistry e ntrie s or file s w ritte n onto 
th e  PC.

Th e  first tim e  PopCorn is use d th e  
usual E-Mail Se t-Up data is type d in or 
se le cte d, addre ss and passw ord e tc. Click  
on a button and PopCorn conne cts to 
one ś  ISP and th e  H e ade rs are  
dow nloade d, just th e  H e ade rs, NOT th e  
m e ssage  and Attach m e nts if th e re  are  any 
w h ich  are  displaye d in a w indow  sim ilar 
to m ost E-Mail apps, including MS OE. No 
dram a th e re . Th e  scre e n s h ot above  
sh ow s PopCorn w ith  th e  H e ade rs and th e  
little  boxe s on th e  le ft on e ach  line  w h e re  
one  puts a tick  indicating th e  one s th at 
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are  ch ose n to be  de le te d. Th e  dark  line  
on th e  th ird h e ade r dow n from  th e  top w as 
click e d so I could re ad th e  te xt of th e  
m e ssage  from  Mandriva. Th is m e ans th at 
all or part of th at m e ssage  w as 
dow nloade d into m y PC.

One  can ch oose :
1.    De le te  E-Mail/s off th e  ISP.
2.    Re trie ve  and re ad E-Mail/s.
Be cause  PopCorn is a ve ry sm all app 

one  can only se e  and Save  te xt, not 
Attach m e nt/s/im age s in th e  m e ssage  pane .

One  can dow nload th e  E-Mail/s on 
one ś  m ain PC to do th at.

I use  a s im ilar little  app in GNU/Linux 
to de le te  th e  junk /SPAM E-Mails be fore  
dow nloading to m y E-Mail app.

Using Pe gasus Mail and PopCorn is 
conside re d to be  9 5% Virus proof. Oth e r 
such  apps, Linux and Apple  give  th e  sam e  
type  of prote ction. Th e re  are  so m any 
are as in MSoft softw are  th at h ack e rs can 
w rite  virus  ́to give  use rs proble m s.

E-M ail Etiq uette
I h ope  to place  an article  on one  of m y 

page s on m y W e b s ite  at 
 w w w .paradox.com .au/~ jcdalton in th e  
future . Th e  m ost im portant th ing I point 
out is about th e  Subje ct Line  in an E-Mail.

If I do not se e  a de ce nt Subje ct Line  I 
usually de le te  th e  E-Mail dire ctly off m y 
ISP.

Bad Subje ct Line s could be :

Publish e d by Joh n C.E. D Á lton
w w w .paradox.com .au/~ jcdalton

I use  G NU/Linux M andriva 2005 LE
and Scribus

1.    H appy Birth day
2.    Inform ation you re q ue ste d
3.    H e llo Joh n
4.    Glad to h ave  m e t you at 

W e dne sdays gath e ring.
Don t́ type  in (1) (2) or (3).
A good Subje ct Line  inste ad of (4) 

w ould be ;
Glad to h ave  m e t you Joh n at 

W e dne sdays BSOL gath e ring at 
Ch e rm side .

Th e re  are  s ixty-e igh t ch aracte rs th e re  
w h ich  is a bit long but you ge t m y point.

Th e  adde d w ords; W e dne sday, BSOL, 
Ch e rm side , Joh n m e ans I w ould dow nload 
th e  E-Mail.

My ISP Inbox re ce ive s about one  
h undre d E-Mails pe r w e e k  so I don t́ h ave  
th e  tim e  to w aste  trying to figure  out 
w h ich  are  good E-Mails or SPAM.

It́ s a good ide a to type  th e  
abbre viate d te xt of th e  club or group th e  
E-Mail conce rns. Such  as BSOL, U3A, 
ALP or sim ilar. Re m e m be r, pe ople  do 
h ave  varie d inte re sts. Ple ase  spe nd m ore  
tim e  so th e  syste m  runs be tte r for all, 
including one se lf.

Joh n C.E. D Álton.
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